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Wild Camping Course 8th-10th June 2018 

Wild camping is a rite of passage for anyone looking for a low-budget, low-impact and 
highly-rewarding adventure - but a lot of people get overwhelmed with where to start. At 
Explorers Connect we want to help you equip yourself with everything you'll ever need to 
become a self-sufficient explorer, including the confidence to eat, sleep and trek off the 
beaten track, and we think learning through experience is one of the best ways to get all that 
knowledge!  

By the end of this course you'll have had a great adventure, met lots of like-minded people 
(maybe your next trek mates!) and also be armed with the skills to plan your own trips in the 
future, from identifying sleeping sites to what to eat for dinner. You'll be exploring the famous 
Dartmoor National Park, which offers a variety of interesting features including stunning Tors 
and wilderness vistas, and the area is also a magnet for archaeologists with its numerous 
prehistoric and medieval remains. Dartmoor is steeped in myth and legend, inspiring the 
work of artists and writers such as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (The Hound of the 
Baskervilles) and is reputedly the haunt of a few ghostly creatures and the "Beast of 
Dartmoor" - hopefully none of which you'll meet on this trip... 

Wild camping is an amazing experience - there is nothing like eating your dinner and 
watching the sun set from your tent or bivvy bag in the middle of nowhere, and if you're lucky 
when you wake up the next morning you'll get the sunrise all to yourself. 

WHAT YOU'LL LEARN 

Over the course of the weekend you'll cover topics such as: 

• Kit - what to take lightweight for a multi-day trip, how to pack and tips on how to use 
your kit to get the best out of it 

• The pros and cons of tents, hammocks and bivvi bags  
• Advice on what food to choose and how to cook it, how to keep hygienic and make 

sure your water is safe 
• Legal issues and etiquette when wild camping in the UK 
• Basic navigation and orienteering in remote areas 
• Camping - how to select a site, set up your gear and manage your space 
• Safety - how to assess and avoid hazards and deal with emergencies 
• Environmental Awareness - best practices on how to leave no trace 

You'll also likely get a night navigation session on Saturday after you've set up camp 
(weather dependent) so you can practise finding your way around in the dark!  
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IT INERARY 

You'll meet from 6pm on Friday night in Yelverton for a briefing on the course structure and 
to get to know everyone on the course. You'll also get a chance to run through all your kit 
with your instructors Neil and Alex to check you have everything you need before you leave 
for your night's accommodation - a basic walk-in/walk-out camping barn on the moor.  

It’s a practical course so for the rest of the weekend you'll be getting remote out in the hills - 
you’ll leave from the bunkhouse on Saturday morning and head out on your mini-expedition, 
learning and practicing skills along the way. In the evening under the guidance of your 
instructors you'll get to pick your own wild campsite, and depending on weather you'll get a 
night navigation session too. 

On Sunday morning you'll make your way back, consolidating the skills you've learned and 
getting any final tips and advice before you finish around 3pm. 

LOCATION 

You'll start at the remote and rustic bunkhouse at Nun's Cross Farm in the middle of 
Dartmoor which is the base for our mini-expedition. The barn is basic and has no running 
water but has cooker plates, wood burners and also an indoor composting toilet. 

After you leave the bunkhouse on Saturday morning you'll stay out for the rest of the 
weekend exploring the wilds of Dartmoor (if the weather's bad we can always come back to 
the bunkhouse on Saturday night). 

 

HOW TO GET HERE 

Address: The Plume of Feathers Inn, The Square, Princetown, Yelverton PL20 6QQ 
 
Please meet from 6pm at the address above where your EC hosts will be waiting for you – 
we’ll be leaving to go to the bunkhouse at 9pm so please let us know if you’ll be late. We 
would advise that you check a map before you travel.  
 
Directions and parking: The pub is situated at the junction of the B3212 and B3357 in 
Princetown. Feel free to park up behind the pub in the parking lot, and then we’ll drive down 
to a car park nearer the bunkhouse and then walk to it together for around 1km. 
 
Public transport: The pub is not easy to get to by public transport so we would recommend 
you drive or car-share (see below). The nearest train station is Newton Abbot (20 miles 
away) and trains from London or Bristol both run there, but there are no regular bus services 
so you’ll have to get a taxi to the pub. 
 
Lift Sharing: If you can offer or need a lift (or just want to say “hi” to people) then you can 
post on the event Facebook page here:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/439501506502885/  
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EXPERIENCE 

You don't need to have any wild camping experience at all to come on this course - we'll 
teach you everything from scratch. Everyone is likely to be a beginner so you'll all be in the 
same boat, and you'll have lots of opportunities to ask questions and get some one-to-one 
advice and top tips from your instructors. 

EC adventures are informal, friendly and great fun! They're made up of singles, couples and 
small sets of friends with ages typically ranging from mid 20s to mid 40s but anyone over 18 
years old and young at heart is welcome. Whether it's your first time exploring the outdoors 
or you're an adventure professional, EC adventures are a great way to meet like-minded 
people in a safe, welcoming and fun environment. 

KIT  LIST  

You'll need all your own equipment for two days walking and two nights' wild camping, 
including drinking water for the first night (during the expedition we'll be collecting drinking 
water from nearby rivers).  

Please download our recommended kit list HERE - but if you need any help with this before 
the course please email Alex (alex@explorersconnect.com).  

WHAT'S INCLUDED 

• Two full day's guided walking around the Dartmoor National Park and wild camping 
skills tuition by qualified and experienced Mountain Leader Neil and assistant 
instructor Alex 

• Two nights accommodation at Nun's Cross Farm Bunkhouse  
• Two hot breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday morning 
• One hot dinner on Saturday night  
• A special night navigation and stargazing session on Saturday night led by your 

instructors (weather-dependent) 
• One night's supervised wild camping experience accompanied by your instructors  

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED 

• Dinner at the pub on Friday night and lunch throughout the course 
• All personal wild camping and cooking kit - please see the kit list above  

Please note: on arrival you will be asked to sign a medical declaration form and provide us 
with next of kin/emergency contact details. If you have a medical condition or injury that we 
should be aware of please let us know in advance. Please contact us asap if there is 
anything you think may affect your participation.    
 
If you have questions about the trip, please contact Alex (alex@explorersconnect.com).  
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