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SURFING & SURF LEGENDS IN PORTUGAL 20 - 24 OCTOBER 2017 

 

Come and hang ten with us on an excellent adventure riding the waves along 
the beautiful coast of Ericeira and watching world class surfers in action at the 
2017 World Surf League Men’s Championship Tour. Any level of surfer welcome 
from beginners to advanced. Take 3 days off work, get 5 days packed with 
adventure. 
 
This trip is open to everyone and you don’t have to have any surfing experience at all! We 
expect the group to be mixed ability – so we’ve organised an optional beginner’s lesson with 
all surfing equipment and beach transfers included. If you’re a more experienced surfer feel 
free to bring your own equipment if you have it or if you want to hire it all we can arrange that 
for you too – bodacious! 

The plan 

We’ll arrive in Lisbon on Friday morning or lunchtime and meet our surfing instructors, who 
will drive us to the village of Ericeira, around 35 km from Lisbon. Ericeira is internationally 
recognised as Portugal’s ‘surfing paradise’ and in 2011 became the first World Surfing 
Reserve in Europe, attracting riders from all over Portugal and beyond because of its 
amazingly consistent surf. It’s a great place to learn – there are loads of beaches at hand 
ranging from beginner level to more gnarly for the thrill-seekers. 

Ericeira town is also a great place to relax on land, offering a wide choice of local cuisines 
and beachside bars, and because it’s small everything we need is within walking distance. 
We’ll be staying at a beautiful little boutique hostel 5 minutes walk from town and 15 minutes 
walk from the beach, with free wifi and a long terrace with incredible ocean views. Once 
we’ve settled in there’ll be rest of the day to chill out, explore the town or if we’re keen grab 
some boards and spend a few hours on the surf. 

The next morning our surfing instructors will pick us up and take us to a local beach for a 
two-hour beginner lesson, where we’ll learn safety procedures in and out of the water and all 
the basic manoeuvres we need to control the boards. We can hang on to our kit for the rest 
of the day, so after breaking for lunch we can go back out on the waves – after all, practise 
makes perfect! In the evening we can venture out into Ericeira town together to sample 
some local cuisine and maybe even a little bit of beach bar hopping – party on, dudes! 

On Sunday we’ll head up north to the town of Peniche to bag a good viewing spot for 
an  action-packed day at the MEO Rip Curl Pro Portugal, the penultimate stage of the 
2017 World Surf League (WSL) Men’s Championship Tour. We’ll see loads of professional 
surfers doing some rad moves through Peniche’s signature ‘super tube’ waves – previous 
competitions have seen appearances from Gabriel Medina, Kelly Slater, Mick Fanning and 
John John Florence, who won the title in 2016. 

We'll also have two free days – we can have more surf lessons and practise our new skills, 
try out some other watersports, play games on the beach or just walk around Ericeira’s 
promenades sampling local food and absorbing the culture! On Tuesday we can all meet up 
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in the afternoon for a late lunch or early dinner together before sharing taxis back to the 
airport. 

Please note that the order of the activities may change as the weather conditions will 
determine the best day to go and watch the WSL competition in Peniche. There will be a 
group briefing on the Friday afternoon to clarify the schedule. 

If you've never come on an EC Adventure before, they're informal, friendly and great fun. We 
generally have singles, couples and small sets of friends coming along, from complete 
beginners to adventure professionals - what we all share is a love for adventure. Ages tend 
to range between mid 20s and mid 40s but anyone over 18 years old and young at heart is 
welcome 

What’s included 

• Minibus airport transfer from Lisbon to the accommodation in Ericeira on Friday 
• Four nights’ shared accommodation in a modern boutique hostel 15 minutes from the 

beach, with free wifi and an ocean view  
• Four continental breakfasts at the hostel  
• One beginner surf lesson with all equipment and beach transfers included 
• 10% off surfing equipment hire for any additional days of surfing 
• Free beach transfers for any additional days of surfing 
• Minibus transport to and from the WSL competition in Peniche with a drink and snack 

What’s not included 

• Return flights to Lisbon from Bristol / London 
• International personal travel insurance 
• Lunches, dinners and any additional food and drinks 
• Additional surf lessons (€20 per person per lesson) or any other activities 
• Transport back to Lisbon airport 

KEY CONTACTS 

 
Before the trip - Alex Cameron-Smith, EC Adventure Co-ordinator  
Email: alex@explorersconnect.com 
 

During the trip – Joaquim Pipio, EC Tour Guide & Surfing Instructor at 3 Surfers Surf School  

Phone: +351 966 867 248 

Email: info@3surfers.com  
 
Joaquim lives locally and will be staying with our group as a tour guide for the whole time as 
well as taking us to surf lessons and up to Peniche. You can ask him anything – he grew up 
in Ericeira so whether you’ve got questions on anything technical about surfing or the local 
town life, Joaquim knows it all! 
 
 
 

http://www.explorersconnect.com/
http://www.explorersconnect.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ExplorersConnect
https://www.facebook.com/ExplorersConnect
https://twitter.com/explorerstweet
https://twitter.com/explorerstweet
mailto:alex@explorersconnect.com
mailto:info@3surfers.com


 

 
Explorers Connect 
Adventure shared 
 

 

 
 www.explorersconnect.com 
www.facebook.com/ExplorersConnect 
www.twitter.com/explorerstweet 

 

 

Explorers Connect Ltd 124 Cheltenham Road Bristol United Kingdom BS6 5RW 
Company Number: 7598165  

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Please note that no personal travel insurance is included so you must sort out your own 
personal travel insurance policy beforehand. 
 
Please book your flights to arrive at Lisbon airport in the morning or early lunchtime on 
Friday to make sure we all arrive roughly the same time as a group and can all leave 
together – you’ll also get more time on Friday to explore Ericeira. Once you have booked 
your flights please email Alex (alex@explorersconnect.com) with your flight details so she 
can pass these to Joaquim. 
 
One-way minibus transport from Lisbon airport to Ericeira is included, and Joaquim will drop 
everyone off at the hostel from the airport so you won’t need to carry your bags far. On Friday 
Joaquim will meet you as you come through the airport arrival gates and will be holding an 
'Explorers Connect' sign. If you cannot find Joaquim please call him on +351 966 867 248. 
 
Please note that a return transfer from Ericeira to Lisbon airport is not included. Joaquim can 
organise the return airport transfer however you need to co-ordinate this with him and pay 
him directly (approximately €35 per person). If possible it will be a lot cheaper if you all 
arrange to go back in a group on Tuesday, so we recommend talking to him about this and 
he will be happy to organise something for the group at a time that suits everyone. 
 
A note about Euros: we would recommend bringing Euros with you – you can change sterling 
at the airport but to save time it would be best to have them in advance. There are banks in 
Ericeira village but they are not open at the weekend and may be closed by the time you get 
to Ericeira on Friday afternoon.  
 
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS 
 
If you would like to connect with other people on the trip and arrange meet-ups or co-
ordinate flight arrivals etc at the airport you can do this on the event Facebook page here:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/217391878763555    
 
We can also share emails within the group but this needs written consent from you- if you’d 
like us to share your details with the group please email alex@explorersconnect.com. 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 
Our group has exclusive use of the Ericeira in Love Hostel for four nights (Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, Monday). The hostel is in a great location being only 5 minutes walk to the centre of 
Ericeira town and 2 minutes walk to the surf school (address: Rua Dr Eduardo Bernay, 12A, 
2655-369, Ericeira). If you’d like to stay on for more days please arrange this with the 
owners of the hostel Marina and Sandra directly by emailing them at 
ericeirainlove@gmail.com.  
 
Most of the rooms are dorms with adult sized bunk beds that will be shared but single sex 
unless otherwise requested. There are some rooms containing double beds so if you are 
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booking with a partner or friend and you would like to share a double bed in one of these 
rooms please let Alex know. 
 
A lot of rooms have access to the terrace which looks out to Ericeira and the ocean beyond. 
You are welcome to store your wetsuit and surfboard on the terrace but if you don’t have 
access to it directly we would ask that you leave your equipment at the surf school who will 
be happy to look after it for you. 
 
FOOD  
 
Breakfast: four continental breakfasts are included (Saturday, Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday), with fresh bread, croissants, spreads and cheese. Marina usually bakes an 
amazing cake so don’t forget to take some with you when you leave for the day! 
 
Lunch: We don’t provide lunches but there are three major supermarkets that are about 10 
minutes walk from the hostel - Joaquim will give you directions. At the hostel there is a fully 
equipped kitchen with a large fridge so you’re welcome to store and cook your own food. 
Otherwise, there are plenty of great lunch spots in town and Joaquim will be able to give you 
excellent recommendations.  
 
Dinner: To help everyone get to know each other, on Friday night there is the opportunity for 
our group to have a three-course home-cooked traditional Portuguese meal at the hostel, 
which is available for only €15 per person (this does not include wine or any drinks). Please 
let Alex know ASAP if you would like this and your dietary requirements so she can arrange 
numbers with Marina. No other dinners are included but again Joaquim has some great 
recommendations on local restaurants and cuisine – the seafood in Ericeira is amazing and 
great places to eat are only 10 minutes walk away. 
 
SURFING KIT & LESSONS 

 

We have included one beginner level surf lesson with this trip which includes all equipment 
for the lesson (wetsuit, board and booties). If you need to rent equipment please provide 
Alex with your shoe and wetsuit size (or dress / shirt size if you don’t know your wetsuit 
size). You’re welcome to bring your own surfing kit – but if you are bringing your own 
surfboard please let Alex know so that she can make sure there’s enough space in the 
transfer vehicle for it.  
 
Please also note that even if you’re an advanced level surfer, it is still compulsory for you to 
attend the safety briefing at the surf school with the group on the first day, even if you are not 
joining the lesson. If you then decide to surf independently from the group you will also have 
to sign a disclaimer for surfing unsupervised (3 Surfers Surf School and Explorers Connect 
will not be held liable for any injury sustained during any unsupervised surfing). 
 
Surfing equipment hire or lessons are not included for any days after the beginner lesson, 
however if you hire equipment from the surf school you’ll get a 10% discount. If you would 
like further lessons or equipment hire you must organise this with Joaquim and pay the surf 
school directly. Additional lessons will cost €20 per person and the times of the lessons vary 
each day depending on the tides – Joaquim will let you know in advance when the lesson is 
planned for the next day. 
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MEDICAL INFORMATION 

 

• When you arrive at the surf school you MUST fill in a form with next of kin/emergency 
contact details. Please contact Alex ASAP if there is anything you think may affect your 
participation.    

 

• We would also strongly advise making sure that all your vaccinations are up to date. If in 
doubt as to what vaccinations you need please check the NHS website here. 

 

• Please also bring with you any medication that you usually take, there is a small 
pharmacy in Ericeira town but the opening hours are restricted and you might not be able 
to buy what you need. 

 
 
PAYING YOUR BALANCE 
 
The remaining balance for this trip is due to be paid on or before 11 August.  
 
When you booked your space you will have received an email from our booking system, 
which will contain a link which you can simply click to pay your balance. You can also log on 
to our booking system directly and pay through this link: 
www.bookeo.com/explorersconnect/customer   
 
Please note if we have had neither payment nor contact from you regarding payment by 11 
August then we will assume you are not coming in which case you will lose your place and 
your deposit. If you booked before the Earlybird deadline but pay your balance late then you 
will lose your Earlybird discount.  

 

If you have further questions about any aspects of the trip please email Alex directly at 
alex@explorersconnect.com.  
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