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EC SKI & SNOWBOARDING WEEK 3RD - 10TH FEBRUARY 2018 
 
At 1,450 metres up, St Martin has one of the most picturesque locations in the valley, set 
among quiet, lightly wooded slopes with a 16th-century church at its centre. It is often 
described as ‘the hidden gem’ of the Three Valleys. With a selection of traditional and 
modern shops, bars and cafes, the village is also home to one of the best restaurants in the 
French Alps, the 3 Michelin starred La Bouitte. 

We’ll be staying in our own detached original Savoyard farmhouse, fully refurbished with two 
lounges, a games room, open log-fireplace and a converted ecurie dining room with 
gorgeous vaulted ceilings. We’ll be staying in single beds (double options available) in 
shared spacious bedrooms which all have ensuite bathrooms. The chalet also has a 
stunning terrace with a sunken hot tub and mountain views, and downstairs there is also a 
separate area for storing skis / boards and a heated boot room. The chalet has a resident 
Labrador dog, who is very friendly and enjoys meeting new people, but he can also be kept 
out of the guest areas if desired! 
 
ITINERARY 

On Saturday we’ll arrive at Geneva airport in the morning as a group where we’ll be greeted 
by the EC host and then take a private minibus transfer to the chalet direct (approximately 
2.5 hours). In the afternoon we’ll collect and sort our ski or snowboard equipment from a 
local shop in the village, have dinner and get ourselves ready to get up early and explore! 

Each day we’ll start with a hearty continental breakfast of fresh French bread, butter and 
preserves, cereals, yoghurts, porridge, soft boiled eggs, juice, tea and freshly brewed coffee. 
Then we’ll be transferred by minibus directly to the bottom of the gondola in St Martin so we 
won’t have to clump about in our boots!   

After each full, exciting day exploring the endless possibilities of the world’s largest ski and 
snowboard area we can all meet up again at one of the village bars for a drink, then either 
get an early lift back to the chalet for freshly brewed tea or coffee and homemade cakes, or 
we can stay out for a bit longer in town before getting a later lift back in time for the evening 
meal – the choice is ours. 

At dinner we’ll all sit round the table together enjoying a seasonal and fresh three-course 
meal with unlimited red, white & rose wine during dinner with coffee served afterwards. The 
chef has one night off during the week so we’ll also have the chance to sample some local 
cuisine in town. If we still have energy left after dinner we can head back to the local bars in 
St Martin or even the nightclubs in Les Menuires… 

On our final day we'll check out of the chalet together, either going back to the airport directly 
or spending another half or even full day on the slopes if we like!  

SKIING & SNOWBOARDING 

The fast gondola lift from the village provides a direct link up to the slopes of Meribel and Les 
Menuires and for the return journey we have a choice of a gently rolling blue run or the more 
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challenging Jerusalum red run. Whether you ski or board, are completely new to skiing or 
like to go in search of fresh powder, the Three Valleys has something for everyone. Beginner 
skiers are well catered for with a convenient nursery area, complete with a new magic carpet 
and, as you progress, the St Martin gondola can take you to a number of gentle slopes 
overlooking the Belleville Valley. Intermediates are spoilt for choice; with the biggest linked 
ski area in the world at your disposal, your biggest daily challenge will be deciding where to 
go!  It takes under an hour to ski to Courchevel or Val Thorens and less to Meribel. The 
exciting black runs and extreme off-piste terrain will keep even the most advanced skiers 
and boarders happy...! 

We’ll get advice on the best runs, coffee stops, lunch venues and watering holes to ensure 
we get the most out of this magnificent area throughout the week. 

If you've never come on an EC Adventure before, they're informal, friendly and great fun. We 
generally have singles, couples and small sets of friends coming along, from outdoor 
enthusiasts to adventure professionals - what we all share is a love for adventure. Ages tend 
to range between mid 20s and mid 40s but anyone over 18 years old is welcome. This is a 
ski and snowboarding trip open to all, you don't have to have any previous experience and if 
you'd like lessons we can help you arrange this too!  

WHAT'S INCLUDED 

• Return private group minibus transfer from Geneva airport (approx. 2.5 hours drive 
one way) 

• 7 nights’ shared accommodation in our own detached Savoyard farmhouse chalet in 
St Martin de Belleville village 

• 7 x breakfast 
• 7 x afternoon tea and cake 
• 6 x three-course, freshly prepared dinners (one evening will be the chef’s night off) 
• Transfers to town and back for dinner on the chef’s night off 
• Unlimited red, white and rose wine and coffee with dinner 
• Unlimited tea, coffee and fruit juice at breakfast 
• Two minibus transfers from the chalet to the ski lifts each morning (usually one at 

08.45 for the first lift and another at 09.15 / 09.30) 
• Two minibus transfers from the ski lifts back to the chalet each afternoon (one for 

afternoon tea at around 16:00, one for apres ski at around 18:30). Please note no 
additional transfers are available during the day unless there is bad weather. 

• Transport of all ski / snowboarding equipment to the chalet and free storage at the 
chalet or in the vans 

• 4 chalet staff to look after us throughout the week 
• Online discount off lift passes (if booked in advance)** 
• Online discount off ski / snowboard equipment hire (if booked in advance) 
• EC Host for the week 

**NOTE ON LIFT PASSES: Les 3 Vallées offer a system whereby you can purchase your lift 
pass online and they will post it to you at home so you are ready to go on your first day 
without queuing in the ski pass office. They also allow you to reload the pass (known as 
P@S) if you visit the Three Valleys again. There are some offers including a ‘duo’ and ‘Tribe’ 
pass for groups of 2 or more adults and also exclusive web-only prices. The lift pass covers 
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direct access via the lift from St Martin up to the larger Les 3 Vallées ski area and unlimited 
skiing for Courchevel, La Tania, Méribel, Brides les Bains, Les Menuires, Saint Martin de 
Belleville, Val Thorens, and Orelle. The week-long pass is valid for 6 full days of skiing.  

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED 

• Return flights to Geneva 
• International personal travel insurance 
• Lunches (there will be opportunities for you to buy food from the local supermarket 

and store it at the chalet if you wish to take lunch with you each day) 
• Dinner on the chef’s night off (but we can provide suggestions on where to go!) 
• Extra soft drinks (there is an honesty bar at the chalet) 
• Personal spending money 
• Personal ski or snowboarding equipment (either bring your own or there is a discount 

available on hire prices as listed above if booked in advance) 
• Any extra activities or additional nights of accommodation 

KEY CONTACTS 

 
Before the trip - Alex Cameron-Smith, EC Adventure Co-ordinator  
Email: alex@explorersconnect.com 
Phone: 0117 405 7497  
 
During the trip – Matthew Lay, EC Host  
Phone: +44 (0)7989 503 005  
 
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
If you haven’t already, please email Alex (alex@explorersconnect.com) with your flight 
details ASAP. 
 
Your EC Host Matt Lay will meet you at the arrivals in Geneva airport and will be holding an 
'Explorers Connect' sign. If you cannot find Matt when you arrive please call him on +44 
(0)7989 503 005. You will then catch pre-arranged minibuses together to the chalet direct. 

Please note the following minibus transport times that are booked for us:  

OUTGOING FROM GENEVA AIRPORT: 12:00 noon Saturday 3rd Feb 

RETURNING FROM CHALET CHARDON BLEU: 13:00 Saturday 10th Feb 

If you arrive or depart after these group transfer times you will have to arrange your own 
transport to the chalet or back to Geneva Airport. The journey each way takes approximately 
2.5 hours (depending on traffic). We expect delays on Saturday 10th as it is a national 
holiday in France so we have allowed extra time for people to get back to the airport, but if 
you have a very late flight and you’re happy to arrange your own transport back you’re 
welcome to stay at the resort for longer. 
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ACCOMMODATION 
 
In the chalet we’ll be staying in shared rooms in single or bunk beds (unless you have stated 
preference for a double). The biggest room sleeps 6, so you won’t be sharing with more than 
5 people for the week. Some rooms also have a king or double bed available to one person 
but we have not allocated specific beds to people so this is a first-come, first-served option. 
The bedrooms themselves are spacious and all have ensuite bathrooms.  
 
All bedding is provided including towels, but you might want to bring your own towel too. We 
would strongly advise that you bring earplugs and eye masks if you are a light sleeper. 
 
The chalet has two separate lounges – the main lounge is spacious with comfortable sofas 
and armchairs that surround a real log fire. Entertainment includes satellite TV, DVD player, 
iPod player, guest computer, games, books and wifi. There is also a separate games room 
with games, books and a Wii with a range of games, so you won’t be bored in the evenings! 
 
 
FOOD AND DRINKS 
 
A hearty continental breakfast is provided each morning of your stay with unlimited coffee, 
tea and juice, and you get six dinners with unlimited wine during the week. You’ll also get 
afternoon tea and cake each day if you get the earlier transfer back from the ski lifts. 
 
There are various options in St Martin de Belleville village for dinner on the chef’s night off 
(including Michelin star restaurant La Bouitte) – you will get advice from the chalet staff on 
where to go, they can help with booking a table for the group and you’ll also get a transfer to 
and from town that night so you can relax!  
 
We don’t include lunch - you can either buy food in the resorts or in the village but if you 
want to make and take your own lunch each day you’ll have the opportunity to go to the local 
supermarket to pick up the food and drinks you need. We would recommend taking at least 
some snacks and water out on the slopes as you’ll get pretty hungry throughout the day and 
having some snacks handy may be better than having to stop and go to a café where often 
there will be long queues at lunchtime! 
 
 
EQUIPMENT & KIT 
 
Most of you have hired ski / snowboard equipment and this will be available for you to collect 
on Saturday 3rd Feb. Once you arrive at the chalet and drop your bags off, one of the chalet 
staff will take you all to the shop in the village (Intersport) in the late afternoon to pick up your 
stuff and bring it back to the chalet, ready for you to go straight out on Sunday morning. If 
you’ve hired the equipment from us you get a 7th day of hire for free, so you might want to 
get an extra morning on the slopes on Saturday 10th, but don’t forget you’ll have to be back 
at the chalet for 13:00 if you want to catch the group transfer. Everyone else leaving on the 
group transfer will drop off their equipment as a group on the morning of Saturday 10th.  
 
If you’ve not come skiing before – here is a good kit list to get an idea of what to bring: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/ski/articles/ultimate-ski-holiday-packing-list/  
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Remember, as an EC CLUB member you get discounts off kit and more with loads of 
outdoor brands both in-store and online - log in to the discounts section on the membership 
page with the CLUB password to get the codes you need.  
 
 
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS ON THE TRIP 
 
If you would like to connect with other people on the trip and arrange meet-ups or co-
ordinate flight arrivals etc at the airport Matt has created a private Facebook group just for 
our trip which you are invited to join and use: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/321258585021108/  
 
EC ski trips usually have a fancy dress theme too – Matt has got his creative cap on but let 
us know if you have any ideas by posting in the group above! Fancy dress is strongly 
encouraged as part of the fun and makes great photos and memories but of course is not 
essential – the trip is informal and relaxed like all EC adventures so there’s no pressure to 
dress up if you don’t want to.  
 
You can also join the general Facebook page for the trip if you want to connect there: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/161766507725687/  

_ 

 

If you have any questions about this trip or need any further information, please contact Alex 
on alex@explorersconnect.com or give her a ring at the EC office on 0117 405 7497 (9:30 -
5:30pm Mon-Fri). 
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