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Wild Exmoor 20 - 22 October 
 
Spend a weekend with us searching out unique wildlife - including red deer, badgers and 
ponies - and exploring wild places in the rugged and beautiful Exmoor National Park. With its 
spectacular moorland, rich oak woodland, clear streams and dramatic coastline, Exmoor has 
a great variety of habitats - home to a vast array of species, including red deer, otters and 
some of the UK’s rarest butterflies and bats. Exmoor is so important for wildlife that almost a 
third is protected under UK and European law. 

October is the perfect time of year to see the Red Deer rut - when the stags battle over the 
females of the herd in epic antler clashing and bellowing duels - and Exmoor is the best 
place in England to experience this. On the first morning we’ll set off across the moorlands 
with experienced rangers to guide us to get a glimpse of this amazing natural wonder. 

At dusk we’ll visit an established badger set, looking out from a comfortable purpose-built 
hide hidden within a bluebell wood. We should get to watch the badgers forage, eat and 
play, almost within touching distance. As one of the UK’s most elusive mammals, badgers 
are very hard to see in the wild and this is a great chance to have a glimpse of them going 
about their business (the badgers’ activity is monitored closely by the wardens - if there is no 
activity seen in the weeks leading up to the trip we will take you on an alternative nocturnal 
adventure). 

The second day we’ll set off for a day hike across a different part of Exmoor’s wild plains, 
taking in spectacular panoramic views and seeking out the native wildlife, such as the unique 
semi-feral Exmoor ponies. The ponies are native to the British Isles, and in their free-
roaming state, the breed's presence on Exmoor contributes to the conservation and 
management of several natural pasture habitats. As we walk through the heathland we’ll 
also hopefully get a glimpse of some butterfly species such as the Comma, Red Admiral and 
Painted Lady with their striking coloured markings and wing shapes. 

We'll be staying in our own rustic and secluded barn in the National Park, beautifully 
converted from an old watermill. If you've never come on an EC Adventure before, they're 
informal, friendly and great fun. We generally have singles, couples and small sets of friends 
coming along, from outdoor enthusiasts to adventure professionals - what we all share is a 
love for adventure. Ages tend to range between mid 20s and mid 40s but anyone over 18 
years old and young at heart is welcome. 

 
WEEKEND ITINERARY 
 
FRIDAY Please arrive at our accommodation from 7 pm - let us know when you intend on 
arriving.  
 
Address: Northcombe Camping Barns, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9JH 
 
Driving directions: From Tiverton, take A396 to Dulverton, turning left to Dulverton at 
Exebridge. Once in Dulverton go over the bridge up through the town, bearing right at the 
Chemist which will be in the centre of the road, carry on up through the town. In front of you 
will be the “Rock Pub” (garage on left). Take the narrow tarmac road at the left hand side of 
the pub and continue up the hill, passing Hollam house. After 1/2 mile turn left signed 
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“Northcombe Farm”. Follow the farm track (pass the new farmhouse and modern barn 
buildings) until you reach the barns. 
 
Public transport: The closest national rail train station is Taunton (25 miles away). From 
Taunton station you can get the bus 25B to Dulverton (runs Monday to Saturday) and then 
get to the accommodation using the directions above. A one way ticket for the bus usually 
costs about £8 and you can buy this from the driver, and the ride usually takes 1 hr 25 mins. 
For ease, we would recommend you get a taxi from Dulverton town to the accommodation. 
Please note that the 25B bus does not run on a Sunday so you need to either get a lift back 
to the train station or get a taxi.  
 
More travel info: http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/visiting?a=241114  
25B bus schedule: https://bustimes.org.uk/services/swe_41-25-_-y10  
 
Lift sharing: many people lift share - if you can offer or need a lift (or just want to say “hi” to 
fellow attendees), then you can do this by posting on the event facebook page here:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1854092768172860  
 
Closer to the time if you are still struggling then if you let us know where you will be coming 
from and we will give out your details to others in the group by email.    

SATURDAY We’ll meet with the rangers in the morning who will guide us to the best spot to 
watch the famous red deer rut. We will spend most of the day doing this and break for lunch 
before walking back across the beautiful park to our accommodation. At dusk we’ll visit an 
established badger set, looking out from a comfortable purpose-built hide hidden within a 
bluebell wood. We should get to watch the badgers forage, eat and play, almost within 
touching distance. If the badgers have been inactive, we’ll go on an alternative nocturnal 
wildlife adventure, most likely bat spotting.  

SUNDAY We’ll spend the day on a guided hike across a different part of Exmoor’s wild 
plains, taking in spectacular panoramic views and seeking out the native wildlife, such as the 
unique semi-feral Exmoor ponies, having lunch together before heading back home. 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
Please bring pillows, sleeping bags, quilts/blankets, and a towel as these are not provided. 
Rooms will be shared but single-sex, with adult sized bunk beds. If you haven't done 
'communal living' for a while it is lots of fun but you might want to bring earplugs just in case! 
 
FOOD 
No food is provided on Friday as everyone will be arriving at different times. We will be 
providing breakfast on Saturday & Sunday and a group dinner on Saturday. We do not 
provide lunches over the weekend, so please bring a packed lunch with you for Saturday 
and Sunday. Please let us know ASAP if you have any dietary requirements. 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
Waterproofs (waterproof jacket and trousers ESSENTIAL) 
Wellies - the area near our accommodation can flood at high tide 
Walking boots with proper ankle support (NOT trekking trainers/approach shoes) 
Gaiters (non essential)  
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Suitable base layers (thermals) 
Fleece/woolly jumper 
Walking trousers (non-cotton preferable, NOT jeans) 
Hat, gloves, scarf/buff 
At least one other full set of dry clothes 
 
Rucksack to carry all your kit 
Rucksack liner or tough bin liners to waterproof all your kit 
 
Washkit + Towel 
Personal first aid kit (non essential) 
Any medicines you normally take 
Ear plugs 
Water bottle/thermos (at least 2litres)  
Torch (head-torch preferable)  
Map and compass (non essential) 
Binoculars 
 
Please note: 
 
● If you do not have the right kit you may not be able to participate.  We do have some 

equipment to lend out so contact us well in advance if you need anything. 
● On arrival you will be asked to sign a medical declaration form and provide us with next 

of kin/emergency contact details. If you have a medical condition or injury that we 
should be aware of please let us know in advance. Please contact us asap if there is 
anything you think may affect your participation.    

Price includes: 

• 2 nights accommodation in a beautiful farm barn converted from an old watermill 
• A special walk to see the red deer rut, accompanied by an experienced National 

Trust guide with inside wildlife knowledge 
• A unique badger watching evening experience / alternative nocturnal adventure 
• A guided full day walk on sunday exploring the beautiful Exmoor National Park 
• 2 x breakfasts 
• 1 x dinner 
• EC Host for the weekend 

Payment: 
 
The remaining balance for this trip is due on or before 8 September. Please pay online by 
logging into our booking system here: www.bookeo.com/explorersconnect/customer  
 
If we have had neither payment nor contact from you regarding payment by 8 September 
then we will assume you are not coming in which case you will lose your place and your 
deposit. 
 
If you have any questions regarding payment or about any aspect of the trip, please contact 
alex@explorersconnect.com.  
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