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EC Cornish Summer Party 23 - 26 June 2017 
 

Spend a long weekend staying in luxury accommodation in the coastal village of Sennen in Cornwall.                 
Take a rib journey (Rigid-hull Inflatable Boat) and experience swimming with seals in their natural               
environment. 
 
This is a unique mini-break to cornwall - a very special experience swimming with seals with an                 
expert local guide, staying in luxury accommodation with lots of additional activities to make this 3                
night 4 day break one of our highlights of the year.  
 
On Saturday we’ll head out in a rib in small groups to snorkel with seals. Our guide for this unique                    
trip will be a leading wildlife expert and photographer and we’ll have a network of fishermen and                 
coastguard look-outs to help us locate wildlife in the area. Seals are graceful, inquisitive and playful                
animals and swimming with them is a very special experience. There is also a chance of seeing                 
common and bottlenose dolphin, sunfish (Mola mola), whale, porpoise and many species of             
seabirds. If we are lucky we could even see or swim with basking sharks as they migrate through the                   
area at this time of year.   
 
Having our own rib allows us to visit remote coves with no other visitors. Only seven swimmers are                  
allowed on the boat or in the water at any time to maximise the experience for each participant.  
 
The area around Sennen Cove is beautiful, with clear waters and a rugged coastline interspersed               
with sandy coves. When we’re not swimming the views from the boat are great and the rib ride is                   
an exhilarating experience in itself. For the rest of the weekend there’s lots to do - there’s is great                   
surfing in Sennen Cove and an excellent surf school. There is also spectacular hiking right from our                 
door on the South West Coast Path, or you could spend some time simply relaxing and explore the                  
shops and galleries in the village. 
 
In the evenings we’ll head back to our luxury accommodation, a spacious and comfortable holiday               
home. It’s just a short walk through the dunes to the beach and has beautiful views down to the                   
cove and the sea from its large garden and terrace. If the weather’s good we can have BBQs in the                    
garden as the sun sets.  Rooms are arranged in doubles, twins and one triple. 
 
During the snorkelling sessions we will be swimming from the boat off the coast. You must be able                  

to tread water and be confident in deep water and swim at least 50 m out of your depth. If you have                      

not used snorkelling equipment before please contact Belinda in advance of the trip.             

(Belinda@explorersconnect.com, 07990 710304 

 

Please see the end of the document for FAQ concerning the snorkelling sessions 
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WEEKEND ITINERARY 

 

Meet from 7 pm at our accommodation for the weekend: Atlantic Lodge. Sunny Corner Lane,               

Sennen, TR19 7AX 

 

Please let us know when you intend on arriving. Any issues please call Belinda on 07990 710304 –                  

please make sure you have this number with you. 

 
Getting here:  Atlantic Lodge is located 15 minutes from Penzance which has a mainline railway 
connection and one hour drive from Newquay airport.  
 
To find Atlantic Lodge by road, follow the A30 towards Land's End until you reach the signs that 
welcome you to Sennen. Immediately turn right into Sunny Corner Lane. The entrance to Atlantic 
Lodge is 300 metres along Sunny Corner Lane on the right hand side (50 metres before the post box). 
We have the whole property to ourselves and there is ample parking on site. 
 

Many people lift share. If you can offer or need a lift share then you can arrange this on the event                     
facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/events/1769492109968127/ Closer to the time if         
you are still struggling then if you let us know where you will be coming from and we will give out                     
your details to others in the group by email. We find this works really well people are often able to                    
find someone to share a lift with, especially coming from Bristol/SW or London/SE.  
 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

 

Snorkelling: There will be 2 half day sessions on Saturday, you will be allocated either a morning or 

afternoon session.  

 

When we’re not snorkelling then there are plenty of other things to locally Sennen Cove.  There is an 

excellent surf school in the village with top instructors and we can help you arrange surfing 

equipment hire and lessons at a discounted rate. 

 

If you would like to join other EC’ers for a group beginner surf lesson on Saturday morning (which is 

arranged as part of our surfing weekend running at the same time as this trip) then this is possible.  

This will be £25 for a 2 hr lesson including equipment.  You will need to pay for this in person on the 

day but you must let us know beforehand (by the 12th May ideally) so we can advise the instructor 

of numbers.  Details of how to let us know are at the end of the document in the “WHAT TO BRING” 

section. 

 

Guided walk: If there is interest for this then there will be a also half day guided walk over the 

weekend to explore our local stretch of the coast on foot. 

 

The rest of the weekend will be flexible and relaxed for you to enjoy the beach, practice your surf 

skills or explore the area on foot.  There’ll be a great group of people all staying together so there 

should always be someone else who’s up for an activity you fancy.  There is nothing formal planned 
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for Monday to allow people to leave when they need, but for those that are able to stay there will be 

plenty of time to make plans over the weekend. 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

 

Atlantic Lodge is a large coastal property set in an acre of grounds with fabulous views of the coast. 

It is split into 3 different properties with a large open plan living/dining room in one of the properties 

which will accommodate the whole group.  Rooms will be shared between 2-3 people in twins, 

triples and bunks.  All bed linen and towels are provided but you should bring your own beach towel.  

 

If you haven't done 'communal living' for a while, it is lots of fun but you might want to bring 

earplugs just in case! 

 

FOOD 

Please let us know ASAP if you have any dietary requirements. Breakfast is provided on Saturday,                

Sunday and Monday as well as a group dinner on Saturday and Sunday evening. We don’t provide                 

dinner on Friday as we expect people to arrive at different times and many people chose to eat                  

en-route but you can bring a simple dinner to cook when you arrive. Lunches and snacks can be                  

bought in cafes in Sennen cove but if you might want to bring some additional snacks to take on the                    

boat with you if you are snorkeling (if you are allocated a morning session there will not be time to                    

buy this in the morning).  

 

WHAT TO BRING 

 

For Snorkeling Sessions 

Please bring only essential gear with you on the boat as space is limited and any electronic or camera 
equipment needs to be in a waterproof box or bag. 
 

Swimsuit/swimming shorts 

Wetsuit – winter thickness (available to hire, see below) 

Rash vest if you have one 

Neoprene hood, booties, gloves – optional but highly recommended - we will have some spare but                

bring your own if you can. 

Mask/Snorkel/Fins (available to hire, see below) 

Sea sickness tablets if you know you may suffer from this 
Windproof jacket and woolly hat for when not in the water 
Sunhat and Suncream 
Small towel 
Snacks and water 
Drybag to keep your things in (useful if you have one) 
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Equipment hire: Snorkeling equipment, wetsuit and booties can be hired locally. We can help to                

arrange this but be aware you will be responsible for paying for it on the day on collection from the                    

surf school.  

 

Snorkeling equipment: £10/day for mask, snorkel, fins 

Wetsuit: £5/day, wetsuit booties £3/day 

 

Surfing lesson: £25 for a 2 hr lesson including equipment. If you would like to join other EC’ers for a                     

group beginner surf lesson on Saturday morning (which is arranged as part of our surfing weekend                

running at the same time as this trip) then this is possible. You will need to pay for this in person on                      

the day but you must let us know beforehand. 

 

How to book hire equipment/lessons: If you’d like us to arrange hire equipment hire or book a surf                  

lesson for you then you must fill out the form on the web-page below asap to guarantee availability.                  

You will be responsible for paying for this on the day. 

 

www.explorersconnect.com/joining-instructions-cornish-summer-party-seals 

  

For hiking: 

Waterproofs (waterproof jacket and trousers ESSENTIAL) 

Walking boots with proper ankle support (NOT trekking trainers/approach shoes) 

Gaiters (non essential)  

Suitable base layers (thermals) 

Fleece/woolly jumper 

Walking trousers (non-cotton preferable, NOT jeans) 

Hat, gloves, scarf/buff 

Day sack 

 

General: 

At least one other full set of dry clothes 

Washkit 

Personal first aid kit (non essential) 

Any medicines you normally take 

Ear plugs 

Water bottle/thermos (at least 2litres)  

Torch (head-torch preferable)  

Beach towel 

 

Please note: 

 

● During the snorkelling sessions we will be swimming from the boat off the coast. You must be                 

able to tread water and be confident in deep water and swim at least 50 m out of your depth. If                     
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you have not used snorkelling equipment before please contact Belinda in advance of the trip.               

(Belinda@explorersconnect.com, 07990 710304 

● If you do not have the right kit you may not be able to participate.  

● On arrival you will be asked to sign a medical declaration form and provide us with next of                  

kin/emergency contact details. If you have a medical condition or injury that we should be               

aware of please let us know in advance. Please contact us asap if there is anything you think                  

may affect your participation. 

● Please be aware both snorkelling and surfing are weather dependent activities and the above              

itinerary may be subject to change. 

 
PAYMENT 
 
Price includes: 
● 3 nights in luxury shared accommodation 
● 3 x breakfasts 
● 2 x home-cooked dinners 
● Half day rib ride and snorkeling with seals experience 
● Half day guided walk 
● EC Host for the weekend 
● Access to discounted equipment hire and surf lessons 

 
Thank you for booking onto this trip. If you booked your place by paying a £100 deposit for this                   
trip then unless otherwise arranged the remaining balance for this trip is due on the 12th May                 
2017.  
 
Please see below for the details of how much to pay. If you are unsure of how much you owe please                     
email amy@explorersconnect.com 
 

● Remaining Earlybird BALANCE (if you booked on/before 24th April 2017) is £174 for non-EC 
CLUB Members 

● Remaining Standard BALANCE (if you booked after 24th April 2017) is £189 for non-EC CLUB 
Members 

● EC CLUB members receive a £15 discount 
 
Paying your balance: 
 
You should have received and email from our booking system with the subject:  
 
Booking confirmed - 'Explorers Connect' Friday, 23 June 2017 19:00 
 
This email will contain a link which you can simply click to pay your balance.  You will automatically 
be taken to a page with the correct details on for your booking where you can pay online. If you have 
any problems email enquiries@explorersconnect.com. 
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Please note if we have had neither payment nor contact from you regarding payment by the                
Friday 12th May 2017 then we will assume you are not coming in which case you will lose your                   
place and your deposit. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (regarding snorkelling with seals) 
 
It is extremely unlikely that we will not find grey seals to swim with (although no trips involving                  
wildlife can ever be 100% guaranteed) and we have not had a trip yet when our experts have been                   
unable to find seals. There is also a good chance of seeing dolphin, sunfish (Mola mola), whale,                 
porpoise and many species of sea bird as well. Basking sharks can be more elusive as they are a                   
visitor to the area but we have a network of fishermen and coastguard look-outs to help us locate                  
wildlife in the area.  
 
About the boat: A seven metre rigid hull inflatable boat, which is the preferred option to use for                  
snorkelling as it is easy to get in and out of. She is licensed to carry 7 passengers plus skipper up to                      
20 miles from a safe haven, which is more than far enough. We carry a full itinerary of safety                   
equipment including oxygen. 
 
What about weather? Although very unlikely, if the weather is deemed too dangerous for us to go                 
out in the boats then this portion of the weekend may have to be cancelled. Due to the                  
unpredictable nature of weather this may happen at the last minute. In this situation the boat                
portion of the weekend costs will be refunded.  
 
Basking sharks are a protected species and it is an offence to cause harm to them. All activities are                   
carried out under the guidelines of the Shark Trust. Let them come to us is our motto. Anyone found                   
not respecting this rule will not be allowed to enter the water. 
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