
 

 
Explorers Connect 
 

#AdventureRevolution 
 

  
www.explorersconnect.com 
www.facebook.com/ExplorersConnect 

www.twitter.com/explorerstweet 
 

 

Explorers Connect Ltd, Pithay Studios, All  Saints Street, Bristol BS1 2LZ 
Company Number: 7598165  

Bikepacking for Beginners Course 2: 28th-29th July 2018 

Bikepacking is a true wilderness adventure - experience the freedom of long range, multi-
day hiking with the thrill of riding a mountain bike, carrying only your essential gear. It’s 
about seeing more, doing more, and going to places less travelled, near and far - sometimes 
straight out of your back door! By day you explore on trails and dirt tracks taking in fantastic 
scenery and by night you can set up camp anywhere you like - in the woods, in a field, on 
the side of a mountain, by a lake - the possibilities are endless!  

You don't need to buy loads of expensive gear or be a navigation champion to go 
bikepacking... You can start by using your own gear or borrowing the basics and get advice 
from an expert on how to plan and execute your own adventure - and that's exactly what 
you'll learn on this weekend!  

WHAT YOU'LL LEARN 

The beauty of bikepacking is that you can head out on your own with just a little experience - 
but so that you can get the best out of your adventures its always good to have the basic 
skills nailed down first. On this course you'll spend most of the time outside with experienced 
bikepacking professional Pete, learning all about: 

• Gear: What to take and how to pack your bike. 
• Bike skills: Loaded off-road riding. 
• Basic bike maintenance. 
• Navigation. 
• Wild camping: what to do, where to sleep, how to make shelter 
• Fuel: Camp cooking & nutrition 

IT INERARY 

On Saturday morning you'll meet Pete to go through kit, what to take, how to pack the bike, 
basic bike maintenance, and route planning. You'll then head out into the Peak District at a 
gentle pace with plenty of stops - you'll spend the day riding off-road, going through skills 
and techniques before finishing up at a beautiful secluded wild camp spot in plenty of time to 
set up before it gets dark.  

After you've enjoyed a night sleeping under the stars, on Sunday morning you'll pack up and 
slowly cycle back, enjoying the scenic views of the National Park along the way. There will 
be time to cover any other skills that you want to learn about and you can choose from an 
easy or more challenging ride back!   

You’ll likely finish at a cafe in the early afternoon before arriving back at base, where you'll 
unpack and get the chance to ask Pete for any final advice and tips. After that you're free to 
head home or carry on exploring!  
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EXPERIENCE 

No previous off-road cycling or mountain biking experience is necessary and only a 
moderate fitness level is required - but you need to be happy cycling around 20-30 miles per 
day and sleeping outside on Saturday night. 

You are welcome to bring your own bike (we recommend a hard-tail mountain bike) and 
equipment or you can hire it all from us. All you need to bring is a sleeping bag and a sense 
of adventure - we can guarantee you'll have an amazing time and come away with skills, 
knowledge and excitement! 

EC adventures are informal, friendly and great fun! They're made up of singles, couples and 
small sets of friends with ages typically ranging from mid 20s to mid 40s but anyone over 18 
years old and young at heart is welcome. Whether it's your first time exploring the outdoors 
or you're an adventure professional, EC adventures are a great way to meet like-minded 
people in a safe, welcoming and fun environment. 

KIT  LIST  

Our recommended kit list for bikepacking adventures is HERE. You need to bring your own 
sleeping bag but you can hire the rest of the kit from us (see below for info on the packages 
available). 
 
LOCATION 

You'll meet at The Adventure Hub, inside the Hope Valley Garden Centre. After a few hours 
at the hub learning the bikepacking basics you'll check all your kit, pack up and set off on 
your adventure! 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
The Adventure Hub is based within Hope Valley Garden Centre itself, however it does have 
its own driveway off the main road.  
 
Address: Hope Valley Garden Centre, Hope Road, Bamford, S33 0AL 
 
Please arrive by 9am on Saturday morning where your guide Pete will be waiting for you. 
This postcode is a guide and does not take you exactly to The Adventure Hub. Please follow 
the directions below. For a more accurate location you can also enter the following Lat Long 
coordinates into your sat nav: 53.340239, -1.693461. We would also recommend that you 
consult a map before you begin your journey. 
 
Driving directions  
 
From Hathersage/Bamford 
 
Drive towards Castleton, pass Sickleholme Petrol Station on your right. A few hundred 
metres down the road, after you go over a small bridge you will see The Adventure Hub sign 
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on your right at the end of the drive. The driveway looks like is one way-traffic, this is not the 
case, the road markings are old and due to be updated. 
 
From Hope 
 
From Hope, drive towards Hathersage/Bamford. Drive past the Travellers Rest pub then 
after about 500m you will pass the main entrance for Hope Valley Garden Centre. 100m 
after you will see the Adventure Hub sign on your left at the end of the drive. The driveway 
looks like is one way-traffic, this is not the case, the road markings are old and due to be 
updated.  
 
Parking: There is no overnight parking on site but you’ll be able to park in a quiet a cul-de-
sac around the corner for the weekend – if you drive into the garden centre to meet Pete he 
will tell you where to go. 
 
Public Transport: The Adventure Hub is a 10-minute walk from Bamford Railway Station. 
Head up Mytham Bridge and then take a right at the end of the road and you will see the 
Garden Centre on the right. Also http://www.traveline.info/ has bus information - ‘Shatton 
Lane' is the nearest bus stop. 
 
Lift Sharing:  If you can offer or need a lift (or just want to say “hi” to fellow attendees), then 
you can do this on the event Facebook page here:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/276587322877228/  
 
Closer to the time if you have not found a lift share let us know where you will be coming from 
and we will give out your details to others in the group by email. 
 
If you have any issues on the day please call your guide Pete on 07960 991 254 or the 
landline numbers on 01803 467891 / 01433 621124. 

WHAT'S INCLUDED  

• Experienced and qualified bikepacking professional Pete accompanying you 
throughout the course 

• Two days high-quality bikepacking instruction in a small group of 6, with the chance 
for one-to-one tuition, advice and support 

• Overnight wild camping mini-adventure in a beautiful secluded spot 

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED 

• Bike / equipment hire - CLICK HERE for packages and pricing (you can add on the 
packages you need when you book your space) 

• Food and drinks - you'll have the chance to pick up food on Saturday if you need to 
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Please note: 
 
● If you do not have the right kit you may not be able to participate.  
● On arrival you will be asked to sign a medical declaration form and provide us with next 

of kin/emergency contact details.  If you have a medical condition or injury that we should 
be aware of please let us know in advance. Please contact us asap if there is anything 
you think may affect your participation.    

 
 
If you have questions about any aspect of the trip, please contact Alex 
(alex@explorersconnect.com).  
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