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Ben Nevis and Glencoe 5th-8th October 2018 

At 1345m above sea level, Ben Nevis is the highest mountain in the British Isles and 
reaching its summit is surely on everyone's bucket list! Using qualified and experienced 
mountain guides, Explorers Connect can help you tick this one as well as a second 1000m+ 
peak in the Glencoe valley. 

The main route up Ben Nevis is called the 'tourist track' but don't let the name fool you; the 
path has around 1300m of ascent and descent and is approximately a 16km (10 mile) round 
trip. It will take you between six to nine hours and is achievable by anyone who's done some 
hillwalking or other exercise. On your second day you'll get to tackle one of the many other 
Scottish mountains that break the 1000m height barrier. 

You'll be staying in a remote bunkhouse in the steep-sided Glencoe valley. The area is 
known for waterfalls and trails that climb peaks such as Buachaille Etive Mor and Bidean 
nam Bian. In the nearby village, Glencoe Folk Museum occupies 18th-century thatched 
cottages, with displays on local heritage and the Glencoe massacre of 1692. Wildlife in the 
area includes red deer and golden eagles. 

You don't need to be super fit to take part in this weekend although you'll get a lot more 
enjoyment from it if you are familiar with hiking in the mountains. Please check the kit list to 
ensure you have at the very least a pair or worn-in walking boots and waterproofs! 

EC adventures are informal, friendly and great fun! They're made up of singles, couples and 
small sets of friends with ages typically ranging from mid 20s to mid 40s but anyone over 18 
years old and young at heart is welcome. Whether it's your first time exploring the outdoors 
or you're an adventure professional, EC adventures are a great way to meet like-minded 
people in a safe, welcoming and fun environment. 

IT INERARY 

You're welcome to arrive at the accommodation from 6pm on the Friday where your EC host 
Alex will be there to meet you. She'll show you around the bunkhouse, allocate you a bed 
and then you'll have the evening to settle in and get to know your fellow walkers - if you 
fancy it you can also go for an evening ramble. 

The plan for the weekend is to summit Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in the UK plus 
another 1,000m+ mountain in Glencoe either as one group of 12 or in two smaller groups of 
6. The routes each day will very much depend on the weather and ability and will be decided 
by your mountain guides - we'll do everything we can to summit Ben Nevis on Saturday but 
we may have to find an alternative peak if the weather turns against us!  

On Saturday evening, Alex will prepare a home-cooked dinner in the bunkhouse and on 
Sunday evening you'll walk to the famous Clachaig Inn for a final goodbye dinner. We'll be 
leaving the accommodation by 10:00am on Monday morning, but if you're keen to spend 
another day in the mountains before heading home you can - your guides can give you 
plenty of hiking route suggestions. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

You'll be staying in a cosy Alpine bunkhouse in a secluded setting a short drive from the 
main A82 just outside Glencoe and 30 minutes from Fort William. A short walk down the 
road is the famous Clachaig Inn known by climbers and hikers worldwide. 

Originally a barn on the farming croft, it's undergone a major refurbishment and offers three 
heated bedrooms sleeping up to 16 guests. Bed linen is included but you will need to bring a 
towel. Facilities include a communal area for dining, relaxing and cooking as well as access 
to a drying room with commercial de-humidifier. The bunkhouse has three toilets, hand 
basins and two showers. 

 

HOW TO GET HERE 

On Friday you can arrive from 6pm where your EC host Alex will be waiting for you. Please 
text/call Alex on the day with your approximate arrival time (07852 107455). 
 
Address: Alpine Bunkhouse, Glencoe Independent Hostel, PH49 4HX. (Grid reference 
NN. 116577) 
 
Please check a map before you travel as the postcode only takes you within a mile of 
the hostel – it is best to follow the directions below. 
 
Driving directions: Glencoe is around 30 minutes drive south of Fort William on the West Coast 
of the Scottish Highlands. Car hire is available from Fort William railway station. It's also 
possible to fly to Glasgow and then hire a car for the two hour drive north. The hostel is 
conveniently located just off the main A82 trunk road, one of the most stunning drives in the 
country through magnificent Highland scenery and the dramatic “Pass of Glencoe”.  
 
From Crianlarich and the south come through Glencoe on the A82 and take the right hand 
turn signposted “Glencoe Village”, “The Clachaig Inn” and “Glencoe Independent Hostel”. 
You will now be on an old single track road, continue on this past the Clachaig Inn and for a 
further mile, on the left. 

From Fort William and the north take the left hand junction signposted “Kinlochleven and 
Glencoe”, then take the immediate right into Glencoe Village. Continue past the Nisa shop 
and over the hump backed bridge across the river for another mile along a single track road, 
the hostel is on the right. 
 
Please be aware there is no street lighting between the hostel, Glencoe Village and the 
Clachaig Inn so if you are planning to walk in the evenings please bring a torch. 
 
Parking: There is free parking on-site at the hostel for you to leave your car for the weekend. 
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Public transport:  
 
Train: The closest stations are at Fort William or Bridge of Orchy. For more information on 
train services visit the Scotrail website.  The Caledonian Sleeper is a fantastic way to travel 
from the south to Bridge of Orchy or Fort William. Prices start from £19pp (look for Bargain 
Berths and book well in advance) and many people travel to Fort William, picking up a hire 
car there. 
 
Bus: You can fly into Glasgow and then take Buses from Glasgow Airport. The 
nearest Citylink bus stop is Glencoe Crossroads. The local Kinlochleven bus drops off at 
Glencoe Junction. From either stop walk into Glencoe Village and past the Nisa shop on 
your left. If you do not pass the Nisa shops within 5 minutes of walking you are goind the 
wrong way!  You will exit the village over a hump backed bridge across the river and the 
hostel is a mile further on, on the single track road. 
 
Lift Sharing: If you can offer or need a lift (or just want to say “hi” to people) then you can 
post on the event Facebook page here:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/346821239118841/  

KIT LIST  

Download our recommended kit list HERE. If you're an experienced mountaineer / hill walker 
you can adapt this to your personal preference - but waterproofs and sturdy, worn-in hiking 
boots are essential for all. 

WHAT'S INCLUDED 

• 3 nights accommodation in a cosy bunkhouse nestled in the very heart of the 
Glencoe valley 

• 2 full day guided walks in small groups with experienced mountain leaders with a 
plan to summit Ben Nevis on one day then another 1000m+ peak on the other 

• 1 x home-cooked dinner on Saturday night 
• 3 x breakfasts on Saturday, Sunday and Monday mornings 
• EC Host for the weekend 

Please note we are not including the group dinner out at the Claichaig Inn on Sunday night, 
and make sure you bring packed lunches for each day – you’re welcome to store your food 
in the kitchen fridge. 

Please note: on arrival you will be asked to sign a medical declaration form and provide us 
with next of kin/emergency contact details. If you have a medical condition or injury that we 
should be aware of please let us know in advance. Please contact us asap if there is 
anything you think may affect your participation.    
 
If you have questions about the trip, please contact Alex (alex@explorersconnect.com).  
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