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EC Brecon Beacons Escape 31 Mar - 2 Apr 2017 

Join us for a spring weekend of guided hiking amongst the most spectacular scenery in southern 
Wales.  We’ll stand on the highest mountain in southern Britain with the rolling hills and fields of 
mid-Wales spreading out below us.  

The Brecon Beacons National Park is one of the UK’s best hiking areas.  We’ll be staying in the 
bwlch or “gap” between the Black Mountains and the Central Beacons Mountain range where the 
local geology produces a spectacular landscape of steep red escarpments on the north faces of the 
mountains.  Nearby is the Brecon Beacons horseshoe a long ridge of 6 summits with the 886m 
high Pen-y-Fan at its head and a lake nestled in its heart.  

We’ll head out on both days for guided walks to explore the area on foot through a landscape of 
imposing mountains, ancient hill forts and hidden lakes with views of South Wales’ rolling 
farmland spreading out below us.  The Brecon Beacons is also an International Dark Sky Reserve 
and so sunny days turn into equally spectacular nights and on a clear night you can see the Milky 
Way stretching overhead.  If the weather is good then we’ll make the most of our location and go 
for an optional night-hike for some star-gazing.  

The Brecon Beacons are also good for road or mountain biking if you want to bring a bike (this 
would be unguided). 

We'll return in the evening to our own cosy accommodation with a wood-burning stove.  If you've 
never come on an EC Adventure before, they're informal, friendly and great fun. We generally 
have singles, couples and small sets of friends coming along, from complete beginners to 
adventure professionals - what we all share is a love for adventure.  Ages tend to range between 
mid 20s and mid 40s but anyone over 18 years old and young at heart is welcome. 

 
WEEKEND ITINERARY 
 
Friday: You host will be at the accommodation from 7 pm, please arrive any time after this. If you                   
want to arrive earlier than this we may be able to arrange it – please let us know in advance -                     
otherwise there is a pub across the road. There’s nothing formal planned on Friday, just arrive,                
settle in and get to know people. 
 
Address: The Star Bunkhouse, Brecon Road, Bwlch, Powys, LD3 7RQ 
 
Getting here:  Many people lift share.  If you wish to lift share, or say “hi” to fellow participants 
then you can arrange this on the event facebook page here:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1729235790728824/ 
 
(or here https://www.facebook.com/events/1136995429679950/ the facebook page for the EC 
Navigation course running the same weekend at the same accommodation)  
 
Closer to the time if you are still struggling then if you let us know where you will be coming from                     
and we will give out your details to others in the group by email. We find this works really well                    
people are often able to find someone to share a lift with, especially coming from Bristol/SW or                 
London/SE.  
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If you are coming by train, the nearest station is Abergavenny, which is around 10 miles away. The                  
X43 bus from Abergavenny to Brecon passes our accommodation, the last bus departs             
Abergavenny at 18:50 (correct as of Dec ‘16) and a taxi will cost ~£30. 
 
Saturday and Sunday: On both days we will explore the Brecon Beacons National Park on foot.                
Our plans will be weather and group dependent but each day we will head out for a hike seeking                   
out the best views and the most spectacular features.  
 
ACCOMMODATION 
We’ll be staying in a bunkhouse in the middle of the village.  Facilities are of a high standard and 
rooms will be shared with adult sized bunk beds (maximum of 4 per room).  All bed-linen is 
provided but you will need to bring a towel.  If you haven't done 'communal living' for a while it is 
lots of fun but you might want to bring earplugs just in case! 
 
FOOD 
We’re providing breakfast each morning and a group dinner on Saturday evening. No food is               
provided on Friday night as we expect people to arrive at different times. You will need to provide                  
your own lunches. There is a village shop in Bwlch and a large Waitrose in Abergavenny (10                 
miles). It may be easier to bring a packed lunch with you but please be aware that fridge space                   
will be limited. 
 
If you did not inform us on booking then please let us know ASAP if you have any dietary                   
requirements. 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
 
Waterproofs (waterproof jacket and trousers ESSENTIAL) 
Walking boots with proper ankle support (NOT trekking trainers/approach shoes) 
Gaiters (non essential)  
Suitable base layers (thermals) 
Fleece/woolly jumper 
Walking trousers (non-cotton preferable, NOT jeans) 
Hat, gloves, scarf/buff 
At least one other full set of dry clothes 
 
Rucksack to carry all your kit 
Rucksack liner or tough bin liners to waterproof all your kit 
 
Washkit + Towel 
Personal first aid kit (non essential) 
Any medicines you normally take 
Ear plugs 
Water bottle/thermos (at least 2litres)  
Torch/Head torch – non-essential but useful 
Map and compass (non essential) 
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Please note: 
 
● If you do not have the right kit you may not be able to participate. We do have some                   

equipment to lend out so contact us well in advance if you need anything. 
● On arrival you will be asked to sign a medical declaration form and provide us with next of                  

kin/emergency contact details. If you have a medical condition or injury that we should be               
aware of please let us know in advance. Please contact us asap if there is anything you think                  
may affect your participation.  

 

PAYMENT 

 

Price includes: 

● Guided walks on Saturday and Sunday 
● 2 nights accommodation 
● 2 x breakfasts 
● 1 x dinners 
● EC Host 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

Thank you for paying a £75 deposit for this trip.  
 
Unless otherwise arranged the remaining balance for this trip is due on Friday the 17th Feb 2017.  
 
Please see below for the details of how much to pay. If you are unsure of how much you owe                    
please email amy@explorersconnect.com 
 

● Remaining Earlybird BALANCE (if you booked on/before 30th Jan 2017) is £74 for non-EC 
CLUB Members  

● Remaining Standard BALANCE (if you booked after 30th Jan 2017) is £89 for non-EC CLUB 
Members  

● EC CLUB members receive a £14 discount 
 
Paying your balance: 
 
You should have received and email from our booking system with the subject:  
 
Booking confirmed - 'Explorers Connect' Friday, 31 March 2017 19:00 
 
This email will contain a link which you can simply click to pay your balance.  You will automatically 
be taken to a page with the correct details on for your booking where you can pay online. If you 
have any problems email amy@explorersconnect.com. 
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Please note if we have had neither payment nor contact from you regarding payment by Friday                
17th Feb 2017 then we will assume you are not coming in which case you will lose your place                   
and your deposit. 
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